
Fig. 3.3: State of the study on May 10, 2017 concerning the arrests of Jews in and around Rome, their liberation, 
execution, deportation and survival during the Nazi persecution from Sept 10, 1943 until June 4, 1944 and the 

contribution of Pius XII to their liberation 
(NB: This study is based only on primary sources already available: testimonies of the Roman Jews and their saviors) 

 

 
Part 1/2 

Calculated number 
of Jews 

Proved number of 
Jews 

Number of Jews freed or 
helped by Pius XII together 
with his collaborators in the 
Vatican and Father Pfeiffer 

 
Total number of Jews arrested in and outside 
Rome from Sept. 8,1943 until June 4, 1944 

2.269=2.158R + 111S 
 

2.225= 2.114R+111S 0 

Total number of Jews arrested in Rome on Oct. 
16,1943 from 5.00 am to 2.00 pm 

1.382 = 1.378R + 4S 1.351 =  1.347R + 4S 0 

Number of Roman Jews who could escape directly 
after their arrest on Oct. 16, 1943, before arriving at 

the Military College 

90 (=90R + 0S) 60 (= 60R + 0S)  

Jews liberated by pretended adoption during the 
arrest from Oct. 18, 1943 until June 4, 1944 

2 = (2R + 0S) 1 = (1R + 0S)  

Roman Jews liberated immediately after their arrest, 
by corrupting the Nazis  

from Sept. 10, 1943 until June 4, 1944 

39 (=39R + 0S) 26 (= 26R + 0S) 0 

Total number of Jews in Rome that were 
certainly incarcerated 

2.138 (=2.027R+111S) 2.138 (=2.027R+111S) 0 

Number of Jews arrested and killed according to 
the Jewish community of Rome in 1964: 

Marble plate of 1964 in Via del 
Portico D'ottavia: 2.091 

Marbel plate of 1964 in Via del 
Portico D'ottavia 13: 2.091 

 

Jews in Rome liberated from Oct. 19, 1943 until 
June 4, 1944 without intervention of Pius XII, the 

Vatican or the Church Hierarchy: 

 
30 (=11R + 19S) 

 
30 (=11R + 19S) 

 
0 

Jews in Rome liberated at the request of the Red Cross 3 = (2R+1S) 3 = (2R+1S) 0 
Jews in Rome freed as a result of the stratagem put in 

place by the organization Delasem and by Angelo De Fiore 
18 = (0R + 18S) 18 = (0R + 18S) 0 

Roman Jews freed as a result of the stratagem 
employed by doctors 

2 = (2R+0S) 2 = (2R+0S) 0 

Roman Jews released for espionage activities in 
favor of the band of Pietro Koch: 

2 = (2R+0S) 2 = (2R+0S) 0 

Roman Jews in Rome released  
from prison on June 4, 1944 

4 = (4R+0S) 4 = (4R+0S) 0 

Jew released for unknown reasons 1 = (1R + 0S) 1 = (1R + 0S) 0 
Roman Jews not released after requests made by 

private citizens 
4= (4R+0S) 4= (4R+0S) 0 

Number of Jews  imprisoned in Rome, and non-
Roman Jews imprisoned outside Rome, freed 

through the intervention of Pius XII together with his 
collaborators from Sept. 17, 1943 until June 4, 1944 

 
41 = 30R + 7S +   4S* 

 
41 = 30R + 7S +   4S* 

 
41 = 30R + 7S +   4S* 

Roman Jews freed following interventions by the Vati-
can and Pius XII from Oct. 16,1943 until Oct. 22,1943 

0 0 3 = (3R+0S) 
Non-liberated Roman Jews in Rome, despite the 

interventions of the Vatican, Pius XII and Fr. 
Pfeiffer from Oct. 16, 1943 to Oct. 22, 1943. 

 
0 

 
0 

 
42 = (42R + 0S) 

Non-liberated Jews in Rome, despite the 
interventions of the Vatican, Pius XII and Fr. 

Pfeiffer from Oct. 16, 1943 to June 4, 1944. 
 

 
0 

 
0 

110+28S* + 4D! + 1Z! = 99R 
+ 3R + 7V +  1V + 28S* + 

4D! + 1Z! 
 

Number of non-Roman Jews in Rome freed in the 
afternoon of Oct. 16, 1943 for unknown reasons 

3= (0R + 3S) 3= (0R + 3S)  

Roman Jews liberated in the afternoon of Oct. 
16, 1943 with false papers 

 
7= (7R+0S) 

 
7= (7R+0S) 

 
0 

Jew released after the intervention of His 
Holiness' Secretariat of State on the afternoon 

of Oct. 16,1943 

1= (1R + 0S) 1= (1R + 0S) 1= (1R + 0S) 

 
Roman Jews liberated on Oct. 16, 1943, because of 

mixed marriages or employment by Arians, after Pius 
XII intervened with General Stahel 
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246 = (246R+0S) 

 
246 = (246R+0S) 

 
246 = (246R+0S) 



Part 2/2 Proved number of 
Jews 

Proved number of 
Jews 

Interventions of  
Pius XII 

Interventions by Pius XII and the Vatican in 
favor of the 1.030 deportees 

  06-11-1943, 15-11-1943, 
08-02-1944,  22-01-1945 

Intervention by Pius XII and the Vatican in favor of a 
large number of Jews in Northern Italy 

  07.08.1944 

Number of Jews killed during or after 
their arrest  

83 (= 77R + 6S) 83 (= 77R + 6S) 0 

Number of Jews killed during their arrest 7 (= 5R + 2S) 7 (= 5R + 2S) 0 
Jews shot in the Fosse Ardeatine 76 (= 72R + 4S) 76 (=72R + 4S) 0 

Total number of deported Jews 1.731 (=1.655R + 76S) 1.731 (=1.655R + 76S) 0 
Jews deceased after the deportations 1.614 (=1.545R + 69S) 1.614 (=1.545R + 69S) 0 
Jews who survived the deportations 117 (=110R + 7S) 117 (=110R + 7S) 0 

Total number of Jews killed 1.697 (=1.622R + 75S) 1.697 (=1.622R + 75S) 0 
Total of Jews freed by intervention of 
Pius XII and others from 16.10.1943 

until 04.06.1944 

314 + 4S* =  
288R + 26S + 4S* 

314 + 4S* =  
288R + 26S + 4S* 

0 

Total number of Jews freed after the 
interventions carried out by Pius XII, the 

Secretariat of State and Fr. Pfeiffer from Oct. 
Oct. 16,1943 until June 4,1944 

 
0 

 
0 

 
284 + 4S*  = 

 277R + 7S + 4S* 
 

Composition of the total number of Jews 
arrested for whom Pius XII, the Secretariat of 

State and Fr. Pfeiffer intervened from Oct. 
16,1943 until June 4,1944 

 
0 

 
0 

394 + 32V* + 4D! + 1Z! = 
284+4S*+110+28S*+4D!+1Z!   
= 277R +7S+4S*+99R+ 3R + 
7S +  1S + 28S* + 4D! + 1Z! 

The sum of the different known interventions by 
Pius XII, the Secretariat of State and Fr. Pfeiffer 

in favor of arrested Jews from Oct. 16,1943  
until June 4,1944 

 
0 

 
0 

432 + 50S* + 4D! + 1Z! = 
284R+10S+4S*+122R 

+3R+12S+1S46S*+4D!+1Z! 

The sum of the interventions by Pius XII and the 
Secretariat of State in favor of large numbers of 

arrested Jews from Oct. 16,1943 
 until August 31, 1944 

 
0 

 
0 

 
5 
 

Total of explicit and implicit requests made by 
Pius XII, the Secretariat of State and Fr. Pfeiffer 

for the liberation of Jews from Oct. 16,1943  
until June 4,1944 

 
0 

 
0 

 
173 
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Legend: 
S = Non-Roman Jews in Rome (=Jews not on the list of 8,000 Roman Jews to be arrested by the Nazis on Oct. 16,1943); 

R = Roman Jews (=Jews on the list of 8,000 Roman Jews to be arrested by the Nazis on Oct. 16,1943); 
S* = Non-Roman Jews outside Rome, 

D! = Interventions for the group of 1,030 Jews (1,029 Romans + 1 foreigner) deported on Oct. 18, 1943; 
Z! = Intervention for a large group of Jews arrested in Northern Italy; Red = deceased; Green = saved; Redblue = imprisoned/deported and survived; 

Underlined = Important number for the calculations. 
Calculated = Numbers obtained by extrapolation (mathematical method) with factor 0,5 in reference to the number already proved. 
These are in no way estimated numbers! For more information, see www.papapioxii.it/approfondimenti/lopera-a-favore-degli-ebrei-di-roma/ Fig. 3.15.3. 3.6. 
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